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Minutes of the January 3, 2023 meeting of the Conservation Board of the TOWN OF ORCHARD PARK, Community Activity Center, 4520 California Road, Orchard Park, New York at 7:00 P.M.  Present were the following:

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Richard Schechter, Chairman


Thomas Jaeger 


Amy Grosjean 



David Ward



Kyle Witt


Daniel Couch, Alternate member
EXCUSED:

Bernadette Clabeaux,
Melissa Lebedzinski                   
                                              
OTHERS PRESENT:
Remy C. Orffeo, Acting Planning Coordinator




Joseph Liberti, Town Board Liaison 





John C. Bailey, Deputy Town Attorney 


  
 
Rose Messina, Secretary




The Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. by stating that in accordance with the provisions of the Ethics Law of the Town of Orchard Park it is incumbent upon any Conservation Board member with a financial or business relationship with any petitioner coming before this Board to disclose this relationship and, if warranted, to recuse him or herself from any matter involving the petitioner. Any petitioner coming before this Board who is a relative of, or has a financial or business relationship with, any officer or employee of the Town of Orchard Park, must disclose the nature and extent of such relationship in accordance with the provisions of the ethics law of the Town of Orchard Park.
The Chairman stated that Mr. Couch, the Alternate member, will be voting this evening due to the absences of Ms. Clabeaux, and Ms. Lebedzinski.     
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Mr. Jaeger made a MOTION, seconded by Ms. Grosjean, to approve the December 6, 2022 meeting, minutes as presented.
THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION IS PASSED.
OLD BUSINESS:  Board discussion; Pocket Parks  
There have been no updates received.  Perhaps they should start with the cost of “Cul-de-sac Maintenance”.   
NEW BUSINESS:   Conservation Easement Request 

1.   
36 Wildwood Lane, Tommaso & Beverly Briatico, requesting a 75-Year Conservation Easement for 6-Acres.  C.E. File #85, (SBL#198.00-2-55.2)
APPEARANCE:  Mr. Briatico, Applicant and Property Owner
Acting Planning Coordinator Orffeo stated that when approving a Conservation Easement request, one of the items taken into consideration is if the property is developable, or not. He explained several other qualifications, noting that the Property Owner receives a reduction in their tax rate for not developing the property and keeping it as Green Space.  
The members discussed the Conservation Easement request at length, and determined that they would like Mr. Briatico to return with a survey of the property.  They would also like the Town Assessor to provide information to the Board on the tax savings created if the easement is granted. 
Chairman Schechter called for a roll call vote that resulted with the member’s desiring additional information.  He asked Ms. Grosjean to review this property, and report back to the members.  He, also 
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asked if there are other Conservation Easements in this area.  This information is not known.  
Ms. Grosjean made a MOTION, seconded by Mr. Jaeger to TABLE their review of this case, pending the receipt of a survey, and information regarding the cost to the Town, if this Conservation Easement is approved.  
THE VOTE ON THE MOTION:

SCHECHTER 


AYE

GROSJEAN


AYE

JAEGER

   
AYE
WARD


AYE

WITT


AYE

COUCH


AYE

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION TO TABLE IS PASSED.
2.
James & Toni Cudney Property: C.E. File #52, 5991 Scherff Road, 26.24 acres, 50-years, Expires 3/16/2055, (SBL#185.03-3-24.21).  Board to review request. 

         APPEARANCE:  Mr. Jeff Abate, Attorney representing all parties in this request.
Mr. Abate presented a location map of the property that Mr. Olszowy, a neighbor, would like to purchase from the Cudney’s, along with a letter supporting this purchase from the Cudney’s.  He noted that all calculations have been performed on the dollar amounts involved with this transaction, including the Conservation Easement penalty.  
Mr. Ward established that Mr. Olszowy wishes to construct a woodworking structure and its placement is 6-feet over the property line.  Mr. Olszowy would like to purchase the property, currently in a CE from the Cudney’s and pay all fees/penalties involved.  

The members reviewed the request to sell-off ½-acre of James & Toni Cudney’s Conservation Easement property to Mr. Tom Olszowy.
Mr. Schechter made a MOTION, seconded by Ms. Grosjean to APPROVE the request, based on the following: (1) The request is diminutive; (2) Mr. Tom Olszowy will pay any fees, penalties or other costs related to this sale and the “Conservation Easement”; (3) An updated survey, and metes and bounds, shall be provided to the Planning Department prior to closing.
THE VOTE ON THE MOTION:

SCHECHTER 


AYE

GROSJEAN


AYE

JAEGER

   
AYE
WARD


AYE

WITT


AYE

COUCH


AYE

THE VOTE ON THE MOTION BEING UNANIMOUS, THE MOTION IS PASSED.
The meeting adjourned at 7:41 P.M.

DATED:          01/10/2023

                                                                                   Respectfully Submitted                                            


REVIEWED:  02/07/2023

      

                                                                       Rosemary M. Messina                      


  


                                                                Conservation Board Secretary
Richard Schechter, Chairman

